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Phillips  City-County  Health  Department,  Courthouse,  Glasgow,  MT  59230 
Phillips  City-County  Planning  Board,  139  South  1st  Ave.  East,  Malta,  MT  59538 
Governor's  Office,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Information  Unit,  Dept.  Of  Health  & Env.  Sciences,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Montana  State  Library,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Environmental  Quality  Council,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Department  of  Community  Affairs,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Department  of  Fish,  Wildlife  and  Parks,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Department  of  Highways,  Helena  MT  59601 

Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  Conservation,  Helena,  MT  59601 

Montana  Bureau  of  Mines  and  Geology,  c/o  Montana  Tech,  W.  Park  St. , Butte,  MT  59701 
Fire  Marshall  Bureau,  Department  of  Justice,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Soil  Conservation  Service,  Federal  Building,  Bozeman,  MT  59715 

Office  of  Interstate  Landsales  Registration,  Attn:  Carlton  Goodwin,  Title  Bldg.,  Room 
324,  909  17th  St.,  Denver,  CO  80202 
Phillips  County  Commissioners,  Courthouse,  Glasgow,  MT  59538 
Phillips  County  Sheriff,  Courthouse,  Malta,  MT  59538 
Environmental  Information  Center,  Box  12,  Helena,  MT  59601 
Ken  Korte,  Montana  Historical  Society,  225  N.  Roberts,  Helena,  MT  59601 


RE:  SLEEPING  BUFFALO  ACRES 
Phillips  County 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

The  enclosed  preliminary  environmental  review  has  been  prepared  for  Sleeping  Buffalo 
Acres  in  Phillips  County,  and  is  submitted  for  your  consideration.  Questions  and 
comments  will  be  accepted  until  November  22,  1979.  One  extension  of  time  not  to 
exceed  seven  days  will  be  granted  upon  request  if  there  is  sufficient  reason  for 
the  request.  All  comments  should  be  sent  to  the  undersigned. 

Sincerely , 


Edward  W.  Casne,  P.E.,  Chief 
Subdivision  Bureau 
Environmental  Sciences  Division 
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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  AND  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES 
Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601 
(406)449-3946 


PRELIMINARY  ENVIRONMENTAL  REVIEW 


Di  vi  si  On/Bureau  Environmental  Sciences  Division  / Subdivision  Bureau 

Project  or  Application  sleeping  Buffalo  Acres 

Description  of  Project  a sixty  eight  lot  (68)  subdivision  proposed  for  single  family 
dwellings  with  individual  water  supply  and  individual  on-site  sewage  disposal.  Phase  I 

of  the  development  is  thirty-three  (33)  lots  on  fourty  two  (42)  acres.  The  project  is 

located  near  Saco  in  Section  2,  T31N,  R32E,  and  Section  35,  T32N,  R32E. 


POTENTIAL  IMPACT  ON  PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


Comments  on 

Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown  Attached  Pages 


1.  Terrestrial  & aquatic 
life  and  habitats 

2.  Water  quality,  quantity 
and  distribution 

3.  Geology  & soil  quality, 
stability  and  moisture 

4.  Vegetation  cover,  quant 
ity  and  quality 

5.  Aesthetics 

6.  Ai r quali ty 

7.  Unique,  endangered, 
fragile,  or  limited 
environmental  resources 

8.  Demands  on  environmen- 
tal resources  of  land, 
water,  air  & energy 

9.  Historical  and  archaeo- 
logical sites 
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POTENTIAL  IMPACTS  ON  HUMAN  ENVIRONMENT 


8. 

9. 

TO. 
T 1 . 
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13. 
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Soci al 
iriores 


structures  and 


Major  Moderate  Minor  None  Unknown 


Comments  on 
Attached  Pages 
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tural  uniqueness 


and  diversity 
Local  and  state  tax 
base  & tax  revenue 
Agricultural  or  in- 
dustrial production 
Hui'ian  health 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  community 
and  personal  income 
Access  to  and  quality 
of  recreational  and 
wilderness  activities 
Quantity  and  distri- 
bution of  employment 
Distribution  and 
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and  housing 
Demands  for  govern- 
riient  services 
'Ildus trial  & commer- 
cial activity 
Demands  for  energy 
Locally  adopted  en- 
vironmental plans  & 
goals 

Transportation  net- 
works & traffic  flow 
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Other  groups  or  agencies  contacted  or 

which  may  have  overlapping  jurisdiction  county  Health  Department 


Individuals  or  groups  contributing  to  this  PER,  county  Planning  Board,  Montana  Department 

_9f  Fish  and  Game,  Montana  Bureau  of  Mines  and  Geology,  Leigh  Morgan,  Ken  Data  Laboratory . 

Recommendation  concerning  preparation  of  EIS  Recommend  no  eis 


PER  P re  pared  by  : william  R.  Andes,  P.E, 

Date; 


DHES/ESD-2 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Montana  State  Library 


https://archive.org/details/preliminaryenvi1979ande_5 


PHYSICAL  ENVIRONMENT 


WATER  QUALITY,  QUANTITY  AND  DISTRIBUTION  - In  evaluating  the  drinking  water  quality 
available  to  the  area,  it  is  noted  that  sodium,  magnesium,  and  sulfate  levels  are 
high.  The  latter  two  create  the  aesthetic  problems  of  taste  and  a scaling  in  the 
plumbing.  The  first  could  create  a health  hazard  for  the  percentage  of  the  pop- 
ulation on  a sodium  restricted  diet.  There  would  be  no  adverse  health  effects  to 
the  remainder  of  the  population.  The  owner  has  agreed  to  notify  prospective  pur- 
chasers that  sodium  concentrations  vary  from  100-400  mg/1  in  order  to  eliminate  a 
possible  problem. 

GEQLQGY  AND  SOIL  QUALITY,  STABILITY  AND  MOISTURE  - A six  inch  natural  gas  line 
crosses  the  proposed  development.  In  order  to  protect  homes  from  the  possibility 
of  gas  leaks  moving  through  the  soil  and  entering  the  homes,  we  will  require  homes 
be  at  least  100  feet  from  the  gas  line  and  sewage  systems  and  wells  be  at  least 
75  feet  from  the  gas  line.  There  figures  are  based  on  safety  distances  recommended 
by  Montana  - Dakota  Utilities  which  own  the  line. 

Similar  isolation  standards  may  be  imposed  from  power  lines  traversing  the  prop- 
erty. This  again  will  be  based  on  recommended  safety  standards  from  the  utility 
owner. 

Finally,  there  was  some  concern  over  the  disposal  of  solid  waste  generated. 
According  to  information  provided,  the  landfill  at  Malta  will  be  utilized. 


HUMAN  ENVIRQNMENT 


ACCESS  TQ  AND  QUALITY  QF  RECREATIQNAL  AND  WILDERNESS  ACTIVITIES  - The  project  is 
about  1/4  mile  from  Nelson  Reservoir  State  Park.  The  Department  of  Fish  and  Game 
would  increase  park  use.  This  would  in  turn  increase  maintenance  costs  and  could 
detract  from  the  quality  of  recreation  now  available. 

LQCAL  AND  STATE  TAX  BASE  AND  TAX  REVENUE  - DEMANDS  FQR  GQVERNMENT  SERVICES  - 

During  public  hearings  held  by  the  County  for  this  development,  there  were  no 
comments  made  regarding  an  effect  on  local  government  services  or  local  and  state 
tax  revenue  enough  to  pay  for  all  the  increased  services  the  development  should 
have.  The  community  however  appears  willing  and  able  to  provide  necessary  services. 
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